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"Annie's" confidence in him had been shaken by these same slanders, he added the dishonor of a hasty expression of his pique in words too violently in contrast with the line just quoted to escape notice,
" Of one thing rest assured, from this day forth I shun the pestilential society of literary women. They are a heartless, unnatural, venomous, dishonorable set, with no guiding principle but inordinate self-esteem. Mrs, Os-good is the only exception I know." *
Having thus freed himself of the affair, —for it i$ said that Mrs, Whitman's name never afterwards passed his lips, — Poe Tjusied himself with literature, which, he wrote to Thomas, there was no seducing him from; and he adds, " Nor would I abandon the hopes that still lead me on for all the gold in California."2 In the " Southern Literary Messenger "for February he published an unfavorable review of Lowell's "A. Fable for Critics," and in "Godey's" of the same month " Mellonta Tauta," a revision of the introduction to " Eureka." He sent, but fruitlessly, " Landor's Cottage" to the " Metropolitan," whose short career was distinguished by some lines addressed to him by Mrs. Osgood, and also by Mrs. "Whitman in indirect acknowledgment of his last letter ; and with like ill success fifty pages of " Marginalia " (possibly the editor had discovered their second-hand character)
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